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10A Sonrd of Directars

Dr Jobn Barentine

Internatiaonal Dark-Sky Assccation
3223 North First Avenue

TUCSON, ARZONA B5719

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Dear Dr S8arentine

RE: Letter of Support for an IDA Dark-Sky Park Application for the Bunyas Mourntains, Queensiand
“I hove loved the stars too fonaly to be fearfd of the night. ¥ Gadies Galie

The Bumett Mary Reglonal Group |BMRG) (s pleased to support the submssion for an (nrernationey
Davk-Sky Park Apphicetion for the Bunyo Mountais in South Fost Queensiond, Australio. To achieve
1DA classification, would rot only be a first for National Parks in Queensland [and second in Australis)
but it woudd inspire, benefit and link our local communsties as global communities.

As 3 not-for-profit, non-Government organsation, BMRG Is the peak body for matural resource
management. The BMRG ragion encompasses the Bunya Mountains which is home 10 & unique
assemblage of plants, animals, and ecosystems which includes more than thirty (30) identified rare and
threatared pecies. The Konic values of the Bunya landscape holds wmenense cultural and
ervironmental sgnificance and BMRG manages the Bunya Mountains Murri Rangar [BMMR) Program
10 CONSRrve, Protact and care for Burrga coumtry

BMRG acknowkedges the globs! contribubion that the International Dark-Sky Association [IDA] makes
to pvotect the aight skies for present and future generations. As such, BMRG supports and shares the
10X vision to secure the Bunyas Mountains as a Dark Sky Park

1. to protect noctural spedes from unwanted Sght sources — as known, many
spedies of flora and fauna rely wpan darkness for survival

2. to protect the night emvironment from anificial light sources - combatting
Ight pollution helps improve cbiserving and mapping star-studded skies

3. to promate astro-tourism atop the Buaya Mountains — what better way to vew
the clear Southern night skies than amidst the beacty o bunya anis wide open

EMRG looks forward to continuing and working  the spiit of matual respect, Therefors, plegse do
not hestste to contact me directly, should any further details be required o relation to Burnets Mary
Regional Growgs” support 5ar the appication,

Yours sincerely,

Shella Charlesworth

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER )
M0 Bex 50 w@#ﬁhu’ﬂﬁ'

Emal: sheila chadesaorth@om g ook 187 Paswinyg Srrect Basdlobery Ovrentand £370

Moble D425 087 472 TOLLFREE TELEPHONE; 1300 13 BMRC

T-07 4161 2938 @ F-07 41541427 @ E: sdnindtiong ongau O Woann by oo

Baumert Mary Reglanal Grovg for Naracad Hisiscs Management Lireed
ABN IS 14000529



Bunya Mountains,

M/S 501
DAIBY Q4405
26 Apml, 2017
DA Board of Directors,
Dear Sir/ Madam,_

We hereby support the application to have the Bunya Mountains classified as a Dark
Sky Area.

The Bunya Mountams are a place of natural beauty and deserves to be protected in
whatever way 15 possible. We believe this classification will benefit the area.

Yours sincerely,

Allan & Kym Govan
Bunya Mountains Horse Drawn Tours
PH 07 46683113
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Subject Support Letier - Bunya Cari Sioy Park
Ta: Bruce Thompson <Douck.indigigrow ibgmagil.oom =

To the Bunya Momtain commurity, the Bunya Mountains Aborigmal Corporation 4 all
Custodian:, Astronomers, National Parks and Wildlife, Guossts, Government and to all
peaple, to whom an uradniterated view of the mght <ky & thedr birth nght.

My pame is Camenon Davison, [ am 23 vears of ape, Iiving and workines in Sydney, oo
ancestral Country. I am a proud voune, Gadizal Dionshutt and Biripd man.

I have pursued a career in Caring of Coumiry, which has had me wodking to profect the
Syiney Basin's Aboriginal herstage sites & the anoent knowledze associated wath them
Syiney's Ecologmcal Conmmmities, mamy of which have Cotically Endangered status and our
waters, thromgh various innovative projects like CrysteriWasch, W5 s Siream & Climate
Watch instiative and the removal of invasive fish species. [ am recogmized also for my work
in the revival efforts of Svdney s Traditonal Lanmua=s which [ have tauzhe at
University of Technodozy Sydoeyv

Mow [ writs to vou in effort to conserve our MNight Sky.

The term "Coumiry” m an Aboriginal conpest, or in oy raditional lansuage, “Mama” misht be
translated as something as such; Place and its intrinsic properties and features, 1o which all
things, biofic and abiofic are miercnnected and r=lated to. This inciodes, of course, the land
& it"s many fnma fiora and fimm. The waters, ut also the skoes & starkight

Ecologically, darfkness is an integral part of an ecosystem s holistic health. most obwioushy as
it sastams pochamal fvana, of which many umsque spedes call the Burrra Mountains home
Fire Beatles, Tawmy Froemoath's & Momtzin Posnmms, to name a fowr,

Throushout the world, noctomal species are depleting vasty on account of lizht polfoton and
Ansiralia has one of the world's worst records of extincion of native speciss

Culturally, the Bumya Mmumtains are of uimwost siznificance m that they are the

site of ane of East Coast Australia’s preatest gatherines of times past. The fremial Bumya
Bunya ceremony s enabled by the Bunya Pines thres-vear zreat harvest of choice edible mt
My sincerest hope is that T am of the generations that will ive to see its revival. In Westem
Cwiney, at the foot hills of the Bhie Momiains, by one of many ancent walkins tracks
throwsh the Great Dividmg Banzes A prove of remnant Buma Pines stand as testimony to the
cross-couniry inffoence and cqulharal sipnificance oftbes Coumiry and its Cersmomny,

all of which is associated with the appearance of an Enm and two Fansaroos in the stars,
constellations which as a result of Hbt pollation will be void of mast Sydney’s night skies
tomight

All the individusds and oollectives | sddressed in beginning my statement have an
ocpportunity to alec: the Bunya Mowntains as an Intemational Dark Soy Park which would
make it the second of s knd, in Australia, along with Warmomibungle Mational Park.

In doing 50, you would be conserving not only the: Stars but 2l Country

| hope you vote in fawor of Burya Mountzins Imbernational Dark Sy Park 5o as that Country
and thiat wee all and the mamy generations to proossd us may enjoy the

beeneefit of unadultersted night skies.

Thank you, vwery mudh. Cemenon Davison.



Deb Frecklingtonmp

Member for Nanango

17 May 2017

D& Board of Directors

Dir John Barentine

Imtemational Cank-Sky Assosation
3223 Morth First Avenue

Tucson, AF BS719, LISA

Dear Dr Barentine,
RE-  Bunya Mountains [2id) Mational Park IDA Dark Sky Park

In miy mle a5 the Membsr for Nananga In the Gueensland State Pariament, | have been
asked to support the applcation from Mr James Barclay for the Bunya Mountains Mational
Park 1o pe considened Tor designation as a Cank Sky Park.

Eunya Mountains Mational Park is partly locatad within my state electorate of Nanango. The
park ks about 200km {or thres hours drive) from Quesnsiand's capital city, Brisbane. 1t 15
Cueensiand's sacond cidest national park and ks the home to Me word's |argest stand of
angciant bunya pines, and more than 30 rare and threatened spedes.

A large portion of the Park is within the boundarny of the ragion kncwn as the Soum Bumett.
mﬂwmmlnetthaareglma area, which msmmMEm

agricukural pasiures, a growing wine Industry, fine local produce, access to wikdife nature,
family activities, fun recreational activities. The cpportunity to recormect with nature, fresh air
and freedom Is another drawcand.

| undersiand the Dark Sky Park designation for the Bunya Mountains National Park could be

YOurs sincerely,

JlFusrs-

Dab Freckilingion MP
Mambr for Hanango
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WTERVATION,

7 January 2019
Dese Sin/Madum
SUBJECT: SUPPORT FOR THE PROTECTION OF BUNYA MOUNTAINS DARK SKIES

1 write ¥ you & an envirosmental scientieg witl 30 years' experence in meassrsg light poliation sl
maniloeing s biological impact, and, as the Vice Preadent of the Internstional Dark Sky Associalzon
(IDA).  As un DA board member sance 2014, and now as the Vice Pressdent. my goal # 10 mise the
profile and awareness of the intersatonal arm of the assoclaton focusing on Dack Sky Places (DSP) and

light poliution ssuss.

Australia is rocognizad as the darkest of the developad continents globally and as the Austradian board
merber of the 1DA | am pastscularly keen 1o see this resource protected.  Expansson of the DSP
program mationally will benefit a wide ninge of comservation values, including asteotourisms, astronomy,
Teritage, buenan lealth, safery, caergy, wikdlife, envisomment wd ecological values.

The Bumya Mountains represcnt a fantastic example of a very high quality dark sky place, with dark sky
values near perfect (2179 out of a maxinvam of 22}, Sky gualsty unheand of in Noah Amenca and Eurcpe
and worthy of progection for future genentioos as well & for fature social, comwercal and
envirotmental benefits

| urge you all 1o recopnize and value your dark sky overhead, an asset that we all ke for gramted when
we have it aed ceminisce about whea wee don't. You have an oppectuniey 10 lead the way in Queenshand
a6 the first DSP for that Ssase and ane of the Gt in Australia,

If I can provide any funber assistance in your eadeavoe please don’t hesitade 60 contnct me.

Yours Sincerely
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Karlie Moon

Astrophysicist

http:/fwww.aboriginalastronomy. com.au/people/karlie-noon/
Karlie.Noon@csiro.au

Tothe Bunya Mountains community, government, guests, astronomer and Bunya Peoples
Aboriginal Corporation,

My name is Karlie Woon, | am a proud Gamilaraay lady who was born and raised on my
nationin the country town of Tamworth, NSW. | was the first Indigenous female to obtain a
combined degree in physics and maths. | am now currently in the final stages of obtaining a
Masters degreein astrophysics and am an advocate for Indigenous knowledges and
participationin STEM fields. For my contributions and advocacy, | was a 2019 finalist for the
ACT Young Australian of the Year award.

I'write to you all today to support the nomination of Bunya Mountains as an International
DarkSky Park. In Australia, we have some of the most beautiful Country which is considered
one of our most desired features. | use the word Country in the Aboriginal sense of the
word, including our land, waterand sky. This is an opportunity to preserve both land and
sky, benefitting animals including humans, bringing astro-tourism tothe region and
protecting the geographic and cultural significance of the Bunyan Mountains for future
generations.

I hope you are able to vote positively when making a decision on this dark sky nomination.

Warmest regards,
Karlie Moon
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James Barclay
Kingaroy

Raph
Kingaony.wa

Dear James,
Re: Dark Sky Park designation for the Bunya Mountans

As the Regional Tourism Crgansation for the Southem Queensiand Country region,
SmMQseemlaﬂC«rtyTamn(Socntspleasedbspmew
Observatory in s application to the International Dark Sky Association, for Dark Sky
Park (DSP) designation for the Bunya Mountains National Park.

SQCT have identified hero experiences for the region that deliver on our core brand

promise. The designation of the Bunya Mountains National Park as a Dark Sky Park
abgswellndeiven‘qonhehefoapetmof Natural Beauty’ for the visitor. Also,
stargazing is of extraordinary appeal to both domestic and international visitors who
reside in urban areas, who do not see stamy nights due to heavy fight pollution.

DSP designation of the Park wall also will enhance the tounsm offerng of the destination

by ensuring the preservation of the dark skies for future generations 1o come and the
of noctumnal species that rely on the darkness for their survival. This val

provide us with the opportunity to broaden our promotion of eco- and astro-tourism in

the region.
SQCT unreservedly supports this application and looks forward to confirmation of its
approval.

Yours Sincerely,

Mary-Clare Power
Chief Executive Officer

Sauthers Dewnt & Geantte Belt  Toowoomba & Darling Downs South Deeselt  Western Downs
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Depxtment af
National Parks,
3 October 2017 Sport and Racing
James Barday
27 Milop Drive
Ellesmere
QK 4810

Qur Ret CTS 20040106

Dear Mr Barcley

The Department of Nabional Parks, Sport and Racing (the department) 1s pleased to offer
in-principal suppart for the nomnation of the Bunya Mauntains National Park for
Internaticnal Dark Sky Park designation by the International Dark Sky Assaciation,

Based on our telephane discussion on 1 September 2017, | understand that you ntend to
write the nomination over the next six months and wil provide a copy to the departmant
before £ is submitted, | also understand that you will consuit the local councils and the local
community with regard %o the nomination

Cansubing the local councis and tha ocal community I8 pamicuiany impartant bacause the
department Is unable 1o cantrol light pollution anginating from roads and resdental areas
outskie the boundary of the national park. For the departmant 10 uphold its suppont for this
nomination, it must ba evidgant in tha nomination that the Bunya Mountains can be
maintaned as a dark piacs.

| acknowladge that you require a eller of support (Lo be addressad to Mr Jobn Barenline of
the Inemational Dark Sky Associalion), 8 map of the national park and a st of nocturnal
animals. | believe 1 is appropriate for the department to provide the letter of support after we
hawve reviewad the draft nemination. We wik shortly provide the map and a list of nocturnal
animals in & separale latler,

As decussad, the depantiment can provide only nominal contributions tawards the
deyeiopment and implemeantation of the nomination. The department has made this
decision because we are haavily committed aver the coming years to a sweep of other high
priorities associated with the Buryya Mountains Natonal Park.

I 'wish you good luck with your nomenation. Shauld you have any enquines piease feel to
contact ma on D455 088 758 or via emal michas! phefanfigid gov.au.

Yours sincerely
7—-,,__

Michae! Phelan

Principal Ranger

Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service
146 Merrios Syont
PO Bae 1a2
Toowsemba BC 5250
Viatalle

ABN 11322 351 452
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10#, Board of Diractors
Dr Jokn Barsnhre
Intemational Dar:Sky Associatan

223 Morth Firss Ave
Tucsen, AF E5T19

U.5.A

Dear Cr Barentine
Re Bunya Mountains [Queesnsland, Ausiralia) Mational Park iDA Dark Sky Park

South Burnett Regional Council supperis the application of e Bunya Mountains National
Park as an Imernatioral Dark Skies Park’.

The desipnation of the Bunya Mountaing Malional Park a8 &0 'Infernational Dark Skies
Fark' would be bencficial in many ways such as, encouraging sensiole ighling
ardinances, rasing beal awareress of the impotancs of presardng our dak Soas,
Sltracting mors tourtsls many of wham do not hase (he appaturily (0 368 many stars a al
i i the ameunt of lighing in ther suburbs and cifies and gratecting the necturnal
swikdlile that raly an derkness far ther surenal

Thig woild &so bBa (e wary first Mabonal Park im Queensland and orly e gecond in
Huslralia, o hayve sn Indarnatkonal Dark Sky Park classification.

The Burya Mouniaing is 8 spactacular wiklerness range forming an isclated saction of the
Great Dividing Range siluslsd abaut 150km fnam the coast and lying almost cerdrally
setwean Kingaray and Daloy.

The immensas subiropical range of cool, green rainforest, sucalypt fanests and woodants
4 hame ba the world's lerngast forest of bunya pines. High altilude grasslands Incluta rarn
gragaes of infamabonal menes]

Cuthsmai tardes Cariran
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Thi Bunya Maurians rise abrupfly from fhe surounding plaing 10 8n average elavation of
G75m reaching over 1100m above sea level al Mounis Mawaulum and Kiangargw.  The
ramge festures panoramic fMounkam Scensry and bresthiaking views ower the South
Bumett regicn and southern piains

Mighls are alve with e saunds of ihe necturmal creatures aind 8 myriad of stars. The
Bunya Mountaing are home 1o 121 spesas af hirds, courtiess red-racked wallabies ard
gwsamp wallables sl live in the cover odia rainfones].

The Bunya Mountains was formed abou X millian years age probably as a remnart of an
pid shiskd vakcana, Cwer ons, basaltic Bva flows caled ard solidified inba basall which
hais eroded and weathered — smniualy formrg ik deap red-brown and black earihs o
trie Burrga Mourtaine 1eday

Thiz Burys Mountaire has approximately 30 permanent residenis amd gives e
housands of visdors il eceves sach year a unigus wikdamess experience,  Shauld The
Burya Mounlains became an accradiled ‘riprralional Mark Skies Malional Park’ Councl
pallgves Shat il would draw together dvarsa groups with cammon interests of profecting
ared preserding the unigue Bunya Buleinbain & FViRon MmN,

Souih Burmett Regional Coundl supparts ths ppmication and encourages your larvourabis
ponsdaralion,

Yaurs faknfully

= -

Ketth Campoell
MAYOR



IDA Board of Directors

Dir. John Barentine

Inbernational Dark Sky Association

3223 Morth First Ave.

Tuscom, AF B571%9

US4 Aprl 19, 2017

I am writing to confirm our support for the Bunya Mountains Mational Park to obtain
International Dark Sky Classification. We recognise that this classification would go a long
way to protecing what we already know is a3 magnificent experience at The Bunyas — that is
viewing the night sky with minimal unnatharal light

Az 3 asiness directly bordening the natdonal park, we already promote to visitors the namral
wonder of the night sky up here. We gt a lot of tourists from the cify where they very rarely
e the stars, Lot alone the wonders of the Milky Way.

Ohr business is open between the howrs of Bam and midnight. Moest of our already shaded
lizhting ic within the restaarant anyway and provided for the safery of patrons armving amd
leaving our premiss, There are oo ouiside lights 10 our knowladze, on the Bumya Bis.

We are happy to work with nationz] parks fo ensure owr lighting doss not adversaly affect any
atbempt to gain and retain this classifcaton.

In the long term we belisve this clascificagon will benefit our bnsiness and consequently
visitors to our region.
Eind Fegands,

Eleanor

Eleanar Kratzmann



IDA Board of Directors ,{l(/‘u Mu

IMemational Dark-Sky Assacation l \ J !

3223 North First Avenue J
\

Tucson. AZ 85719, USA
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McKinney House
L1 487 Ruthven Streel
Toowoomba QLD 4350

Bunya is, National Park Dark Sky Park application

It is with great pleasure that the Executive Board of Tourism Darling Downs, offer
their underlying support to the Director of Kingaroy Observatory and IDA member,
Jamas Barclay In his Bunya Mountains National Park - Dark Sky Park Application.

Tre Buwa Mountsins Natonal Park is perched 1100 melres high and 200

kilometras north-west of Brisbane and considered CQueensiand's sacond-cldest

national park, being gazetted in 1908, i's there the ancient ranforest-clad poaks

stand 1all and shelter the world's largest formation of bunya pines (Araucaria bidwilli)
- once a popular mesating placa for Aboriginal folk 1o gather nuts in the 1800s.

htips Awww. queensiand comien-infattraction/bunya-mountans-nasonal-

parkisurGeaJA2CakTk2.99

The Tourism Darling Downs organisation represents The Daring Downs - a region of
Ausiralla twice the size of Swilzerand, which inciudes the Bunya Mountains, a
unique region placed on the UNESCO World Heritage site tantative list in 2010.
We would be proud %o exercise stewardship and offer the marketing and pramotional
support for this amazng region.

Our clear purpose is 1o develop and promote the region, showcasing ouwr unique and
spectacular natural assets - end experiences - 10 visitors and locals alke,

Exemglified on cur website here: https:/visitdaringdowns com aw

The link hare to our Big Sky Coumy Drives eotemplmes our foeus on our UQ open
skies and stargazing: hitps ; A

In Australia - and in Queensiand especially - thase vast, clear and open night skies
gre one of our fnest assets Astro towism resonates especially with tounsts from
Asia, and other haavily industriaised counlries, where Light Pollution compromises
the ability ta stargaze

Visitation to Tha Bunyas is currently estimated st over 250 000 visors a year - with
itle promotion. Qur Daring Downs reglon enjoys over 2 milion ovemight stay
vigitors each year, and 4.5 million day trip visitors per annum

This in tumn generates aver $1.3b in visilor spend in the regon, bringing exposure
and prosperity 10 the locad communities, reinvesting these funds n the region
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DARLING

BISAVANIS

We hawe bean In consuitation with Ruth Coulthard who led the DA Dark Sky
Reserve spplication for the Brecon Beacons National Park  Awthonty In
Wales, Brecon Beacons was forthcoming about the excelent banedts thair National
Park has darived from the Dark Sky Reserve certfication, snd thay nchude:

+ Dramatic upift in awsranass of the Bracon Beacons National Park Authority

« Over E1million in (free) markating and promoan of the region, rasng their profile
as a destination dramatcally

+ A small yat significant reduction in ight pollution,

In cosing, we ask that the IDA Board of Directors assess and approve the Bunya
Mountans Dark Sky Park application,

Kind Regards,

Ruth

\

/’

Ruth Wetmore CEQ

Tourism Darling Downs
Queensiand
Australia

+61 410221 983
ruth@@visitdaringdowns. com.au

visitdarlingdowns.com,au



